could not be expected that this unfortunate person should live without a wife, and be held up as a solitary shining example of the beauty of moral restraint. Merlin deemed it more prudent, when he arrived at the marriageable age, to provide him with a fairy boat, and send him, under restrictions of secrecy, to England, to choose a wife for himself. On these occasions King Arthur enjoined him to examine accurately the state of the country, that he might judge from his report if there were a good opening for his return. Merlin took the same opportunity of procuring all remarkable philosophical books, that he might have an accurate view of the progress of human knowledge; and the ladies were always most unmerciful in their commissions for trinkets and jewellery. To detail the results of all the expeditions would lead us too far from our present subject. On one occasion King Arthur was informed that England was at that time governed by a cowardly braggadocio, whom the barons had just pent up in a little island on the Thames, and were making him do and say just whatever they pleased. "They must treat Kings with more ceremony," said King Arthur, "before I trust myself among them." On another occasion he heard that peoples5 faces had grown longer by an inch and a half; that they were always [181] .ging and am only half acquainted with that genius and those powers, whose application I should consider myself rash and impertinent in criticising, did I not conceive that frankness and justice demand it.obhouse (Lord Broughton) who had travelled in Greece with Byron at the very time Peacock was making his modest tours in England, Scotland and Wales.
